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Subscriptions for defraying the ex- £. s. d. 

pences incurred by Mr. Finuerty, in the John Hancock 5 

late prosecution instituted against him. in Robert Tennent 5 

the court of King's-Bench, for a lilvi, re- W. D $ - - 

ceived by Robert Tennent, Belfast, John William John Hancock 1 

Hancock, Liaburn, and James Nicholson, A female friend to Irish Pa- 

Newry, triots 12 9 



AGRICULTURAL REPORT 

From January 20, till February 20. 

No favourable change has taken place in the state of the weather since last report. 
Much snow and rain have fallen, and the ground is so drenched with v/ef, that little or 
no wsrk can be done in the fields, except on light sandy soils, so that the farmer has once 
more the unpleasant prospect of having to struggle with a late seed time, besides the 
disadvantages always resulting from a wet cold winter, which renders the land more 
unfit for yielding good crops, than if the season had been dry and frosty. 

Those who occupy large tracts of ground, and have much tillage to perform, will 
be under the necessity of setting about it before the soil is in a proper state for plough- 
ing; it maybe we'.l if they avoid hinting the furrows until the weather becomes dry, 
or near the time of sowing, because if heavy rains fall before it is sown, a great deal 
of the fine mould raised by the plough will be washed away, and either fill up the fur- 
rows at the bottom of the fields, or be carried into the ditches, whilst the unhinted fur- 
rows being solid, resist the current of the water, and will sooner dry and break up finer 
at the sowing season. 

It is a fact well established by the experience of every intelligent farmer, "that much 
wet is extremely injurious to land occupied iu tillage, and in this humid climate, where 
the crops are oftener hurt by wet than dry seasons, it is particularly necessary that 
the farmer should attend to the laying up his land in such a manner as would most 
effectually carry off all superfluous moisture, during the rainy seasons, and to avoid 
as much as possible letting his cattle range through his fields during the winter, 
because their feet at that time injures the land exceedingly, by trampling it into holes, 
in which the water lodges, sours the soil, and unfits it for producing a crop. 



COMMERCIAL REPORT. 

The linen market in Dublin has not been good, although it turned out 
better than had been expected. A large quantity of goods were sold, but at 
reduced prices. There was no demand from the United States of North Ame- 
rica, owing to our unsettled political relations with that country. Not a buyer 
attended from London, and very tew from Scotland. Some goods were bought for 
Manchester, and to supply the north of England, and some have been made up for 
Spain. If the ports of America were ope;i, we might expect a demand for fine lin- 
ens from that quarter ; but owiug to the high prices of coarse lir.eus with us, and 
the increase of American manufactures, but few of the lower descriptions are requi- 
red in that country to be imported, except those they receive from Germany and 
Russia, and which are preferred to ours. 

It is hoped that flaxseed will be on reasonable terms, and in sufficient abundance 
this season. Much remained from last year, and arrivals are daily, taking place 
from America. Little importation from Riga, and other ports in the Baltic can be 
expected. 

A letter from Liverpool gives the following dull account of trade in that gerat 
commercial mart. The many failures there, ai»d at Manchester, have spread a general 
gloom, and show the depressed state of our commercial interests, the errors of over- 
driven speculation, and the insecurity of our paper fabric, while all these evils are in- 
creased by an exclusion from the continent, 

" During the last fortnight, the demand for British Plantation Sugars, has been very 
dull, and the prices have declined, in the course of that period, ahout 2 a 3 per cwt. 

BKI.VAST I.IAU. NO. XXXI. 7. 



172 Natural! its' Beport. [Feb. 

This reverse is, in some measure, owing to the unhapppy character of the times, 
which has rendered it necessary for the Importers to require immediate payment, 
instead of granting the usual terms of credit. The stock, in this market, is now mo- 
derate, and as no arrivals of consequence will soon take place, the prospect is consider- 
ed to be more favourable, but much will depend on the course which may be adop- 
ted, with regard to the distilleries. A few trifling sales of foreign sugars have been 
made to speculators, at very low prices, but, while chere is so little prospect of an ex- 
port opening, it cannot be expected that any thing of moment will be done. Should 
a change, however, take place in the commercial policy of the belligerents, tending 
to facilitate our intercourse with the continent of Europe, we might calculate upon 
a revival in the export demand, and a consequent improvement in the prices, par- 
ticularly as our stock is now estimated, at 1000 tons less than it was at the com- 
mencement of the last year. Notwithstanding the extremely low prices at which 

coffee can now be purchased, the home consumption has not, apparently, become 
more extensive, and the export demand continues as limited as it has been at any 

former period. The demand, for the low qualities of rum, is very limited, but 

Jamaica, of good flavour and strength, goes off pretty regularly. Of Pimento it 

is scarcely possible to effect a sale upon almost any terms. For Cocoa there is no en- 
quiry. Ginger remains stationary. 

_ " Scarcely, at any former period, have we witnessed a greater and more uniform depres- 
sion than has prevailed in our Cotton-market, for several weeks past. The demand has con- 
tinued unusually limited, and being quite inadequate to the quantity offered for sale, seve- 
ral parcels have been forced off at reduced prices. In the manufacturing towns, trade is, 
at present, upon the decline, and the state of affairs here,; we are sorry to say, is 
such, that we know not when to look for the restoration of commercial confidence. 
Ashes of good quality, have not, of late, experienced much alteration, and the demand, 
though not extensive, is, upon the whole, tolerably regular. 

t l Several cargoes of timber have lately arrived, very little of which can be sold, 
as; the dealers, from the limited nature of the country demand, have no encourage- 
ment to become purchasers. One cargo of New England Pine has been sold at 2s. 
10d. and some of the importers, for prompt payment, would be induced to accept 

of £s. 9d. per foot. Fine Quercitron Bark continues scarce, and may be quoted 

from 45s. a 50s. per cwt. 

"The comparatively low prices to which Barilla has fallen, has not yet afforded 
any inducement to purchasers, and the demand continues as limited as it has been for 

some time past —Our state of credit is increasingly low, and no one knows when 

he is safe. Our distresses are most serious here and in London." 

Such is the state of trade in England. The mighty overgrown Leviathan is woun- 
ded. In Ireland, things are not better. The revenue in Belfast, as well as in other 
places, is said latterly to have considerably decreased. 

Exchange has remained, through this month, without much variation, at 9 per cent, 
Discount on bank, notes has risen to 3 per cent. 

NATURALIST'S REPORT. 

From the 20th of January to the 20th of Fehrunry. 
Hail Frost! that in the northern storm, 
Or lov'st to shield thy giant form, 
Or 'neath the starry arch serene, 
Hang'st in the atmosphere unseen ; 
Or in thy crystal chariot driven, 

Sparkling in the moon beams pale, 
Ridest on the cloud-pav'd way of Heayen, 

And round thee shower's the polish'd hail ; 
And on the green-revolving world below, 

Bids't the dark vapors fall in flakes of lucid snow. oiilesfik. 

There are so many mysterious effects connected with the act »f freezing, that ne 
theory accounts in a satisfactory manner for many of the phcenomena which appear; 
and its effects on animal and vegetable substances are not always reducible to the same 



